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Six Christmas Pieces

Opus 72

Willard A. Palmer, Editor
Based on the original edition.
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Mendelssohn at the age of twenty-two,
painted in Rome by Horace Vernet, 1831.

If the title “Six Christmas Pieces” for Mendels-
sohn’s Opus 72 is a surprise to some, it must be ex-
plained that this is exactly the English title that
Mendelssohn himself designated for this work.
The title is an appropriate one, since it reflects the
fresh, ebullient, happy and simple charm of these
miniatures. Like Schumann’s **Scenes from Child-
hood,” they might well have been intended to
reflect the joys associated with the experiences of
the very young as seen through the eyes of older
people. They are in no sense Kindergarten works.
They are valuable material for young pianists and
for older students. In form they may be regarded
as “Songs Without Words.”
teaching material is unmistakable. They contain a
wealth of musical challenge and their musical
messages are invariably interesting and clear.

Their value as

Opus 72 was completed during a visit to England
in 1842, and is the next work Mendelssohn com-
posed after completing his Scotch Symphony.
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Cover art: Golden Autumn, 1895
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Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow, Russia
ScalalArt Resource, New York
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