


Mehmet Tamdeğer learned his art from Mikhail Zilcan, the 
grandson of Kerope Zilcan. In the 1950s, at the age of nine, Mehmet 
Tamdeğer started to work for Mikhail Zilcan in the K. Zilcan factory 
in Istanbul. Mikhail Zilcan and Kirkor Kücükyan taught him every 
aspect of this ancient Turkish art, based on a history that stems back 
to the early 17th century. The Istanbul brand name was adopted in 
1984 by a cymbal works established by two cymbalsmiths, Mehmet 
Tamdeğer and Agop Tomurcuk. At that time, they had over three 
decades of cymbal making experience. Mehmet and Agop named 
their company after the city that has been home to the epitome of 
high quality cymbals for many, many years: Istanbul. These cymbals 
were first exported to the U.S. in 1984, originally under the name 
“Zildjiler”, and soon afterwards as “Istanbul”. Both craftsmen signed 
each cymbal and many of these cymbals are now collectors’ items. 
After Agop Tomurcuk’s unexpected death in July 1996, Mehmet 
decided to continue the production of cymbals under his own name, 
Istanbul Mehmet. A lot has changed since then, but his belief in the 
richness and character of a handmade cymbal will always remain. 
Machines don’t have ears. That’s why we continue to make our 
cymbals according to the ancient tradition - with an open eye towards 
the music that’s being made now, and in the future.



The Tradıtıon Goes On... 



Tradıtıonal Serıes



The Traditional Series sound is suited for pretty much every style 
of music imaginable. The classic concept of these fully lathed 
cymbals has proven its value through the years. From the earliest jazz 
drummers and bebop pioneers, to heavy metal and the latest stylistic 
evolutions, the Traditional Series encompasses the sounds you’re 
looking for. Dark. Responsive.Controllable. Musical.

RIDE
Original Light
Original
Medium
Ping Ride
Custom Dry
Flat Ride

HI - HAT
Light

Medium
Heavy

Flat Hole Bottom

EFFECT
China

China Pang
Splash

Bell
Swish

CRASH 
Paper Thin

Thin
Medium

Dark
Heavy

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

splash

hı-hat

chına

swısh

crash   

chına pang
reverse cup chına

bell   

* Maximum size for Flat Ride is 22”

* TR-SET   14” Hi-Hat 16” Crash 20” Ride
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Hat Trıo

Combine the cymbals and get five different sounds!
Hat-Trio comes with two different weighted top cymbals

and one bottom cymbal with removable rivets.

Possible combinations are:
Light Top / Medium Top – Very light, washy, dark sound for softer playing

Light Top / Bottom w/o Rivets – Warm, dark, fat and soft sound
Light Top / Bottom w/ Rivets – Rivets will add extra spice

Medium Top / Bottom w/o Rivets - Clear, precise, tight sound
Medium Top / Bottom w/ Rivets - Rivets will add extra spice

Recommended for all styles. Soft to medium volume playing.Rıck Latham
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Jazz Lıne

Greg Holloway

nostalgıa

mc jazz

mehmet legend

legend dark

orıgın dark

mıkael z trıbute



Nostalgıa

70’s Rıde

Flat Ride

50’s Rıde

rıde
flat rıde

hı-hat

2423222120191817161514131211109876

crash   
crash rıde   

Specially designed for jazz drummers. Nostalgia Series jazz 
cymbals have the same characteristics of the popular vintage jazz 
ride cymbals.

Dark, woody stick definition, 
bigger and sharper bell than 
70’s, umbrella type profile. 

Excellent vintage sound 
reminiscent of the legendary 
50’s Turkish jazz ride. Rivet 

model comes with four rivets.

Dark, woody stick definition, 
very smooth bell bridge 
excellent vintage sound 
reminiscent of the 70’s 

legendary Turkish jazz rides.

Nostalgia Flat Ride is very 
light - paper thin ride. Along 

with the characteristics of a 
flat ride it has very dark, low 
pitch overtones which is not 

available with the most of the 
flat rides. Very musical.
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MC Jazz

Robby Ameen

Photo Credıt: Tajı Ameen

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

hı-hat
crash   

MC JAZZ series is designed to capture the sounds of unlathed
Turk cymbals with a light weight jazz ride. This combination 
gives you a dark and dry sound, great stick definition with 
mellow overtones. The bell has a raw unlathed surface and the
body has vintage and sparse lathing. We recommend MC 
Jazz series for todays players who play traditional jazz or are 
searching for a light weighted dark cymbal sound for any type 
of music.
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Mehmet Legend

Smaller cup, special thin lathing and legendary Turkish 
cymbal making process. Mehmet Legend cymbals were 
specially designed for jazz styles with the contribution of jazz 
drummers. Rich, warm and natural sound.

Legend Dark

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

hı-hat
crash   

Same profile as the Mehmet Legend Series with custom dark 
lathing. The bottom side has traditional lathe. Less overtone. 

Washy. Dark. Woody stick definition.

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

hı-hat
crash   
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This cymbal was crafted using the traditional Turkish cymbal 
making techniques used in crafting the legendary Jazz cymbals 
of the 1970’s. Dedicated to Mehmet’s esteemed Master, Mikael 
Zilcan, who taught Mehmet the true art of cymbal-making, we 
are proud to present to you this very special cymbal to enhance 
your array of sounds as a brand new musical timbre. Mellow 
tone with great stick definition.

Mıkael Z Trıbute

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

Orıgın Dark

Smaller cup with smooth profile. Light weight. With their 
unlathed, brushed vintage finish, these Origin Dark cymbals 
are as smooth, dark and washy as they look. Smooth, dark, 
washy overtones. Woody stick definitions.

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

hı-hat
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Modern Cymbals

radıant

sessıon

murathan

funky

orıgın

samatyaVınny Appıce Carmıne Appıce



Radıant

Radiant Series cymbals are heavier than the Traditional 
Series and are polished to a brilliant finish. They produce a 
penetrating sound that fits easily in most pop / rock situations. 
Penetrating sound. Ideal for most pop / rock cymbal needs.

X-RAY CHINA

RIDE
Sweet

Medium 
Rock

CRASH
Sweet

Medium
Rock

HI - HAT
Sweet

Medium
Rock

EFFECT
China
Splash

Bell

HOLEY

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

splash

hı-hat

chına
 x-ray chına

crash   

bell
holey crash

Vınny Appıce

24



Session series were designed to merge the classic Traditional 
series with modern Radiant series. The mellow sound of 
Traditional cymbals blend with the bright, attack sound of 
Radiant for a medium weight,  versatile, all-around cymbal. 
The cymbal has a brilliant, polished area from the bell to the 
half section of the edge and traditional finish for the rest. 
Session series hi-hats have a raw heavy bottom for a crisp 
sound. The ride cymbal has a power bell that is a little bit 
larger than usual. Also, the new china designed for the session 
series has a distinctive profile with a wide reverse edge for 
trashy effect. We recommend session series for todays players 
who play varied musical gigs and need versatile cymbals.

RIDE
Medium 

HI - HAT
Medium Top

Heavy Bottom

CRASH
Medium

EFFECT
China
Splash

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

splash

hı-hat

chına

crash   

Sessıon
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Murathan

These cymbals have a loud, powerful, crisp and cutting sound 
for you Heavy Hitters, Rock & Heavy Rock players in loud 
situations. Polished to a brilliant finish. Loud. Powerful. 
Crisp. Cutting.

Funky cymbals have bright and sonic tones. The unlathed 
bell retains a metallic darkness, while the lathed and hand 
hammered playing surface offers brassy, ballsy and bright 
sonic colors. One moment they could be loud and dark ... 
the next moment they could be strangely quiet yet bright. 
Although these cymbals are named “rock”, they don’t crush 

you with brute sonic force. Brassy. Ballsy. Bright. 

RIDE
Rock Ride HI - HAT

Rock Hats

CRASH
Rock 
Heavy

EFFECT
China
Bell

Splash

Funky

RIDE
Medium
Heavy

HI - HAT
Medium
Heavy

CRASH
Medium

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

hı-hat
crash   

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

chına
bell

splash

hı-hat
crash   
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Orıgın

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

hı-hat
crash   

RIDE
Medium

HI - HAT
Medium

CRASH
Medium

Smaller cup with smooth profile. Medium weighted Origin 
cymbals designed for general use and a variety of styles.
Musical. Open. Versatile rich sound for today’s music.

Samatya

Modern, brilliant, fast, power sound for Pop & Rock music.

SA-SET 1 14” Hi-Hat, 16” Crash, 20” Ride
SA-SET2 10” Splash, 14” Crash, 16” China
 SA-SET3 12” Splash, 18” Crash, 18” China

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

splash

hı-hat

chına

crash   
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Custom Serıes

turk

sultan

empıre

vezir

onurhan

emirhan



Turk

Unlathed cymbals with a raw surface clearly showing every 
hammer mark which created the compact sound of these 
instruments. Meant for drummers who want that dry and 
compact sound, yet keeping the wide array of low overtones 
that’s so specific to hand hammered cymbals. For Rock, Jazz 
and everything inbetween. Dry. Compact. Raw. Controlled. 
Musical.

* Jazz Ride has smoother and lower bell than regular model. Maximum size for Flat Ride is 22”. * Jazz Ride has smoother and lower bell than regular model.

Sultan

Sultan cymbals are a combination of the Traditional and the 
Turk Series. The sound has unique brilliant characteristics of 
the Traditional cymbal sounds and the dry & woody sound of 
the unlathed Turk cymbal series. The top of the cymbal has 
an unlathed cup producing a strong, compact bell sound and 
an unlathed concentric circle on the bow reducing overtone 
and drying the sound. The bottom of the cymbal is completely 
unlathed. Mellow tone. Great stick definition. Controlled 
overtones.

HI - HAT
Medium

Flat Hole Bottom

EFFECT
China
Swish
Bell

RIDE
Medium

Jazz
Heavy

HI-HAT
Medium

CRASH
Thin

Medium

34

* SU-SET  14” Hi-Hat 16” Crash 20” Ride

RIDE
Medium

Jazz
Flat

Flat Thin

CRASH
Medium

Thin

swısh
bell

chına   

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

hı-hat



Vezir

The bright musical attack and initial spread of a lathed cymbal
with the controlled characteristics of an unlathed cymbal. The
Vezir series offers a perfect blend of the Traditional and Turk
Series style of cymbal making ... lathed on top, unlathed on the 
bottom. Balanced. Well-defined Equalized. Focused. Musical.

Empıre

Lathed on the outer ring, while the inner ring and bell are 
essentially raw-except for stripes of lathing about every quarter 
inch. The underside is totally unlathed. Warm. Dry. Woody 
stick definition.

RIDE
Medium

Jazz

RIDE
Medium

Jazz
Flat

HI-HAT
Medium

HI-HAT
Medium

* Jazz Ride has smoother and lower bell than regular model. * Jazz Ride has smoother and lower bell than regular model. Maximum size for Flat Ride is 22”.
36



Emirhan

The modern face of striped cymbals. Lathed strip on the 
edge with a special finish on the unlathed surface. Full, loud, 
cutting sound with less overtones for today’s modern playing 

styles. Full. Loud. Cutting. Less overtones.

Onurhan

Unlathed bell and strip on the edge with a special buffed 
finish. “The young brother of the Sultan series.” Dry. Warm. 
Energetic.

RIDE
Medium

RIDE
Medium

CRASH
Medium

CRASH
Medium

HI - HAT
Medium

HI - HAT
Medium

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

hı-hat
crash   

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

hı-hat
crash   
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X-Perıence Serıes

Mıcke Backelın
lord belıal

x-jazz fusıon

x-cast

x-metal

x-fx effect



X-Jazz Fusıon

Specially suited for the jazz player, these cymbals have an 
uncluttered but energetic sound and suits dynamic playing 
techniques. Uncluttered. Energetic. Dynamic.

Dark, low overtones with punchy highs & mids with a lower 
sustain level, this series is for those who like to keep their 
cymbals a little quieter than their drums or perhaps like to 
mix things up a bit. Dark. Low overtones. Punchy Highs & 

Mids. Lower Sustain.

RIDE
Medium
Heavy

HI - HAT
Medium
Heavy

CRASH
Medium

X-Cast

RIDE
Medium

Flake

HI - HAT
Medium
Heavy

CRASH
Medium

Flake

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

splash

hı-hat

chına

crash   

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

splash

hı-hat

chına

crash   

13,5

42
* Flake signifies a thinner cymbal.



X-FX EffectX-Metal

X - CAST ZENG CHINA

X - METAL FLAT BELL

X - JAZZ MINI BELL SPLASH

X - RUBBISH

x - cast zeng chına
x - jazz mını bell

x - metal flatbell
x - rubbısh

2423222120191817161514131211109876

It is not easy to manufacture a cymbal which produces High 
Volume, Distortion and Energy, and at the same time can be 
used in Progressive Music ... but X-Metal does just that. High 
Volume. Distortion. Energy.

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

splash

hı-hat

chına

crash   

RIDE
Ping Ride

Power Ride

HI - HAT
Heavy Hi-Hat

CRASH
Power Crash
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Sıgnature Serıes

mehmet 61st annıversary

mehmet 60th annıversary

horacıo el negro hernandez

carmıne appıce

erık smıth

kıko freıtas

snowy shaw

ab bermudez trıbal crash

symphonıc serıes&gong



Mehmet
61st Annıversary

2423222120191817161514131211109876
61 st classıc rıde

61 st vıntage rıde

61 st vıntage hı-hat
61 st vıntage flat rıde

61ST VINTAGE RIDE

61ST VINTAGE HI-HAT

61ST CLASSIC RIDE

61st Classic Ride
Small very smooth bell bridge,
dark and limited overtones, woody stick definition.

61st Vintage Ride
Small very smooth bell bridge like a classic model, but this unlathed 
cymbal has a darker, warmer and drier sound.

61st Vintage Hi-Hat
Very dark, warm, vintage sound like the old Turkish cymbals.
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At the age of nine, Mehmet Tamdeger began working for 
Mikael Zilcan, the grandson of Kerope Zilcan. Mikael Zilcan 
and Kirkor Kucukyan taught Mr. Tamdeger every aspect of 
this ancient Turkish art, with a history that stems back to the 
early 17th century. After completing a very busy 60 plus years 
at cymbal making, Mr. Tamdeger is very proud that we are 
still making original, traditional Turkish cymbals for today’s 
modern music. The Mehmet 60th Anniversary Ride has the 
same profile as the Mikael Z Tribute Ride, with a custom 
lathed top of the cymbal. This special cymbal has old-famous 
sound with new design. Produced for the 60th Anniversary 
of Mr. Tamdeger’s cymbal experience. Great stick definition. 
Mellow tone. Dark controlled overtone.

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

Mehmet
60th Annıversary
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Horacıo El Negro
Hernandez

Designed for Horacio “El Negro” Hernandez. Specially 
brushed finish with raw bell. They have unique sound and 
appearance as Horacio’s playing.

2423222120191817161514131211109876
flat rıde

crash

medıum rıde
lıght rıde

chına
splash

hı-hat

LIGHT RIDE

MEDIUM RIDE

FLAT RIDE

HI-HAT

SPLASH



54

Carmıne Appıce

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

chına
splash

hı-hat
crash   

Realistic Rock Cymbals was designed in cooperation with 
Carmine Appice. Heavy cymbals with power, projection and 

playability.

CRASH
RIDE

HI-HAT

CHINA

SPLASH
Photo Credıt: Manekı Neko



Erık Smıth

2423222120191817161514131211109876
swısh rıde

versa  hı - hat
versa  rıde

Versa Ride
Similar to Mehmet Tamdeğer 60th Anniversary. Larger bell with 
a custom lathed top of the cymbal. This special cymbal has old 
famous sound with new design.

Swish Ride
In X-cast finish with a bigger bell size for ride sound and a bit 
heavier weight than a regular swish or china. Has 18 rivets on the 
bell side. Designed for play on both sides, matches all styles of 
music.

Versa Hi-Hat
In X-jazz finish with a bit heavier top and bottom for more 
volume, precision and definition. Ideal for all types of music ... 
from Jazz & Fusion to Rock & Metal.
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Kıko Freıtas

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

Unlathed top and fully lathed bottom. Raw bell. Dark, washy 
crashable sound, vintage & clear stick definition.

58

Kıko Freıtas
joa bosco, nosso trıo

Snowy Shaw

The Lightning - X-metal finish with a hammered hyper-sized
bell. Power right weighted with high volume perfect stick 
definition with a well controlled sustain and wash. Funky 

metal ride. Heavier for more volume. Bigger bell.

2423222120191817161514131211109876
rıde

Snowy Shaw
Therıon

AB Bermudez trıbal crash

2423222120191817161514131211109876
crash

Thick and heavy weighted. This cymbal has volume and 
projection.



SUPER SYMPHONIC

Symphonıc Serıes&Gong

Terapıum

Alexandre Aposan Four Stax
desıgned by brasılıan artıst alexandre aposan

2423222120191817161514131211109876
gong

super symphonıc
marchıng band

orchestra Band 

60

GONG

FINGER CYMBALS

MARCHING BAND 

ORCHESTRA BAND

2423222120191817161514131211109876
chına shıny

splash shıny

232221201918171615141312111098765
cast bell



Order Codes



TRADITIONAL

Original Ride
Very
expressive with 
wonderful warm 
tone.

18” ROR18
19” ROR19
20” ROR20
21” ROR21
22” ROR22
24” ROR24

Medium Ride
Clean stick
definition with 
rich tones.

18” RM18
19” RM19
20” RM20
21” RM21
22” RM22
24” RM24

Ping Ride
Projects
clearly, high 
sound, defined 
tone.

18” RP18
19” RP19
20” RP20
21” RP21
22” RP22
24” RP24

Custom
Dry Ride
Exceptional low 
over tone, loud 
cutting bell. 

18” RCD18
19” RCD19
20” RCD20
21” RCD21
22” RCD22
24” RCD24

Flat Ride
Tighter clear 
tone with dry 
stick sound.

18” RF18
19” RF19
20” RF20
21” RF21
22” RF22

Paper Thin 
Crash
Fast response, 
fast decay, high 
pitch, splashy.

14” CPT14
15” CPT15
16” CPT16
17” CPT17
18” CPT18
19” CPT19
20” CPT20

Thin Crash
Bright, high 
pitch sound
and clear
projection.

14” CTH14
15” CTH15
16” CTH16
17” CTH17
18” CTH18
19” CTH19
20” CTH20

Medium 
Crash
Full bodied 
sound with 
higher pitch, 
longer sustain.

14” CM14
15” CM15
16” CM16
17” CM17
18” CM18
19” CM19

China Pang
Low pitched trashy 
crash sound.

10” CH-PG10
12” CH-PG12
14” CH-PG14
16” CH-PG16
17” CH-PG17
18” CH-PG18
19” CH-PG19
20” CH-PG20

Bell
Thick bell sound 
that gives sustain 
with high pitched 
sound.

8” BL8
10” BL10
12”BL12

Swish
For those who 
want the unique 
sizzle effect with 
thundering
overtones and 
excellent stick 
definition.

20” SW20
21” SW21
22” SW22

Splash
Short, full
bodied, fast
response.

6” SP6
8” SP8
10” SP10
12” SP12

Traditional Set

TR-SET
14” Hi-Hat
16” Crash
20” Ride

20” CM20

Dark Crash
Fast crash, fast 
response, dry 
sound.

14” CD14
15” CD15
16” CD16
17” CD17
18” CD18
19” CD19
20” CD20

Heavy Crash
Bright, punchy 
and powerful, 
for loud music.

14” CVY14
15” CVY15
16” CVY16
17” CVY17
18” CVY18
19” CVY19
20” CVY20

Light Hi-Hat
Warm, dark 
sound, fat and 
soft sound.

10” HHL10
12” HHL12
13” HHL13
14” HHL14
15” HHL15

Medium
Hi-Hat
Clear, precise, 
tight sound.

10” HHM10
12” HHM12
13” HHM13
14” HHM14
15” HHM15

Heavy Hi-Hat
Extra power and 
projection, sharp 
cutting sound.

10” HHH10
12” HHH12
13” HHH13
14” HHH14
15” HHH15

Flat Hole
Bottom Hi-Hat
Air vented holes 
at the bottom for 
clear foot sound. 
Fast, bright and
controlled.

10” HHFH10
12” HHFH12
13” HHFH13
14” HHFH14
15” HHFH15

Hat Trio
Combine
the cymbals
to get sounds
of light and
medium
hi-hats.

14” HHTR14

China
Low pitched 
oriental-trashy 
china sound.

10” CH10
12” CH12
14” CH14
15” CH15
16” CH16
17” CH17
18” CH18
19” CH19
20” CH20
22” CH22
24” CH24

Reverse Cup 
China

18” INCPCH18

NOSTALGIA

Nostalgia 50’s Ride
Warm, semi-dry wash 
of freshy traditional 
tone. Clear bell sound.

20” N50-R20
21” N50-R21
22” N50-R22
24” N50-R24

Nostalgia 70’s Ride
Smaller and smooth 
bell
profile, washy, full, 
open sound.

20” N70-R20
21” N70-R21
22” N70-R22
24” N70-R24

Nostalgia Flat Ride

22”N-RF22

Nostalgia Crash
Low and dark sound 
character, full and 
musical.

16” N-C16
18” N-C18

Nostalgia Crash Ride

19” N-CR19

Nostalgia Hi-Hat

Medium Thin weight. 
Soft, warm and full.

13” N-HH13
14” N-HH14
15” N-HH15

MC JAZZ

Ride
Dark and dry 
sound, great 
stick defini-
tions with 
mellow
overtones.

20” CJ-R20
21” CJ-R21
22” CJ-R22
24” CJ-R24

Crash
Dark and 
quick. 
Few overtones.

16” CJ-C16
18” CJ-C18

Hi-Hat
Dry, low 
pitched.

13” CJ-HH13
14” CJ-HH14
15” CJ-HH15

jazz lıne

Ride
Low pitched, 
widespread, and 
hauntingly dark 
overtones.

18” OD-DR18
20” OD-DR20
21” OD-DR21
22” OD-DR22
24” OD-DR24

Hi-Hat
Low pitched, 
washy.

13” OD-DHH13
14” OD-DHH14 
15” OD-DHH15

ORIGIN DARK

MEHMET
LEGEND

LEGEND DARK

Ride
Woody, dark and 
controlled sound. 
Clear stick 
definiton.

19” LD-R19
20” LD-R20
21” LD-R21
22” LD-R22
24” LD-R24

Crash
Full bodied, dark 
crash sound.

18” LD-C18

Hi-Hat
Dry, controlled 
stick definiton. 
Nice foot sound.

13” LD-HH13
14” LD-HH14 
15” LD-HH15

MIKAEL Z 
TRIBUTE

Ride
Famous old 
traditional
Turkish Jazz ride 
sound.

20” MZ-R20
22” MZ-R22

Ride
Rich, warm and 
natural, crystal 
clear tone.

19” ML-R19
20” ML-R20
21” ML-R21
22” ML-R22
24” ML-R24

Crash
Dry, tonally rich 
crash sound. 
Rideable.

18” ML-C18

Hi-Hat
Full, warm and 
dry. Vintage 
sound. Soft and 
sensitive.

13” ML-HH13
14” ML-HH14
15” ML-HH15



modern cymbals

Sweet Ride
Wonderful warm 
tone, enhanced stick 
definition.

20” R-RSW20
21” R-RSW21
22” R-RSW22
24” R-RSW24

Medium Ride
Rich harmonics
and silvery tone.
Bell sound is clear. 

20” R-RM20
21” R-RM21
22” R-RM22
24” R-RM24

Rock Ride
Powerful high
cutting sound with 
bright bell.

20” R-RR20
21” R-RR21
22” R-RR22
24” R-RR24

Sweet Crash
Very musical sound, 
short sustain,
medium pitch.

14” R-CSW14
15” R-CSW15
16” R-CSW16
17” R-CSW17
18” R-CSW18
19” R-CSW19
20” R-CSW20

Medium Crash
Heavier weight in-
creases power and 
volume.

14” R-CM14
15” R-CM15
16” R-CM16
17” R-CM17
18” R-CM18
19” R-CM19
20” R-CM20

Rock Crash
High volume. 
Punchy.

14” R-CRR14
15” R-CRR15
16” R-CRR16
17” R-CRR17
18” R-CRR18
19” R-CRR19
20” R-CRR20

Holey Crash
Medium Thin Crash 
with holes. Trashy 
crash sound. Less 
sustain.

14” R-HC14
16” R-HC16
18” R-HC18
19” R-HC19

Sweet Hats
Light combinations, 
quick fast response.

10” R-HSW10
12” R-HSW12
13” R-HSW13
14” R-HSW14
15” R-HSW15

Medium Hats
Higher in pitch with
a tighter stick sound.

10” R-HM10
12” R-HM12
13” R-HM13

RADIANT 14” R-HM14
15” R-HM15

Rock Hats
Powerful and long 
tone with open
volume.

10” R-HR10
12” R-HR12
13” R-HR13
14” R-HR14
15” R-HR15

China
Exotic, powerful
and full sound.

10” R-CH10
12” R-CH12
14” R-CH14
16” R-CH16
18” R-CH18
20” R-CH20

X-Ray China

16”XRAY- CH16
17”XRAY- CH17
18”XRAY- CH18

Splash
Fast, with a touch
of dark tone.

6” R-SP6
8” R-SP8
10” R-SP10
12” R-SP12

Bell
Warm, musical and 
high-pitched bell.

8” R-BL8
9” R-BL9
10” R-BL10
12” R-BL12

Ride
Large bell, clear 
bell sound, ping, 
great stick sound.

20” SS-R20
21” SS-R21
22” SS-R22

Crash
Medium weight 
for better 
projection.

15” SS-C15
16” SS-C16
17” SS-C17
18” SS-C18

Hats
Heavy raw bot-
tom, medium 
top. Clear stick 
sound. Good 
foot sound.

12” SS-HH12
13” SS-HH13
14” SS-HH14

China
Unique profile 
with wide reverse 
edge for trashy 
effect.

16” SS-CH16
18” SS-CH18

Splash
Medium heavy, 
tight&bright 
splash sound.

8” SS-SP8
10” SS-SP10
12” SS-SP12

SESSION
Rock Ride
Loud, great stick 
definiton,
minimal
overtone.

20” RM-RR20
21” RM-RR21
22” RM-RR22

Rock Crash
Dark, full explo-
sive crash with 
extra durability.

16” RM-CRR16
17” RM-CRR17
18” RM-CRR18 
19” RM-CRR19
20” RM-CCR20

Heavy Crash
Heavier than rock 

MURATHAN crash with extra 
power and
durability.

16” RM-CRH16
17” RM-CRH17
18” RM-CRH18 
19” RM-CRH19
20” RM-CRH20

Rock Hats
Powerful, loud 
and cutting.

12” RM-RP12
13” RM-RP13
14” RM-RP14

China
Thick bell sound, 
extra sustain, 
high pitched.

16” RM-CH16
17” RM-CH17

Medium Ride
Focused warm 
tone, clear stick 
sound.

20” FR-RM20
21” FR-RM21
22” FR-RM22

Heavy Ride
Powerful, high 
definition.

20” FR-RH20
21” FR-RH21
22” FR-RH22

Crash
Solid attack,
explosive and
dynamic.

15” FR-C15
16” FR-C16
17” FR-C17
18” FR-C18

Medium
Hi-Hat
Tight stick
response, crisp 
foot sound.

12” FR-HHM12
13” FR-HHM13
14” FR-HHM14
15” FR-HHM15

Heavy Hi-Hat
Punchy pairing, 
powerful.

12” FR-HHH12
13” FR-HHH13
14” FR-HHH14
15” FR-HHH15

FUNKY

Ride
Warm sound, 
smooth
open bell, very 
musical.

20” OR-R20
21” OR-R21
22” OR-R22
24” OR-R24

Crash
Musical sound, 
highly
responsive.

16” OR-C16
17” OR-C17
18” OR-C18
19” OR-C19

20” OR-C20

Hi-Hat
General purpose 
warm
full sound.

13” OR-HH13
14” OR-HH14
15” OR-HH15

ORIGIN

Ride 
Modern,
brilliant,
warm sound.

20” SA-R20
21” SA-R21
22” SA-R22

Crash
Bright, fast
and full
bodied crash 
sound.

14” SA-C14
15” SA-C15
16” SA-C16
17” SA-C17
18” SA-C18

Hi-Hat
Full, crisp,
open and dry 
stick sound.

13” SA-HH13
14” SA-HH14
15” SA-HH15

China
Bright, exotic 
tone.

10” SA-CH10
12” SA-CH12
14” SA-CH14
15” SA-CH15
16” SA-CH16
17” SA-CH17
18” SA-CH18
20” SA-CH20
21” SA-CH21
22” SA-CH22

Splash
Fast and bright, 
quick response.

8” SA-SP8
10” SA-SP10
12” SA-SP12

Samatya Set

SA-SET 1
14” Hi-Hat,
16” Crash, 
20” Ride

SA-SET2
10” Splash, 
14” Crash, 
16” China

SA-SET3
12” Splash, 
18” Crash, 
18” China

SAMATYA

18” RM-CH18 
19” RM-CH19
20” RM-CH20

Splash
Loud, bright 
heavy splash 
sound.

8” RM-SP8
9” RM-SP9
10” RM-SP10
12” RM-SP12

Bell
Thick bell 
sound, extra 
sustain, high 
pithed.

8” RM-BL8
9” RM-BL9
10” RM-BL10
12” RM-BL12



Splash Shiny

11” FWS-SP11

China Shiny

15” FWS-CH15

Medium Ride 
Controllable,
rich sounding,
nice for recording.

18”  RMS18 
19” RMS19
20” RMS20
21” RMS21
22” RMS22

Heavy Ride 
Full,
expressive ride,
strong bell.

18” RSH18
19” RSH19
20” RSH20
21” RSH21
22” RSH22

Jazz Ride
Hot, dark,
controlled sound,
smooth and low 
bell.

18” RJS18
19” RJS19
20” RJS20
21” RJS21
22” RJS22

Thin Crash 
Dark sound,
quick response.

14” CTS14
15” CTS15

16” CTS16
17” CTS17
18” CTS18

Medium Crash
Full and loud
crash sound.

14” CMS14
15” CMS15
16” CMS16
17” CMS17
18” CMS18

Hi-Hat
Definite, dry, dark, 
very warm and
musical.

12” HHS12
13” HHS13
14” HHS14

Splash
Mellow,
fast sound.

6” SPS6 
8” SPS8
10” SPS10
12” SPS12

Sultan Set

SU-SET
14” Hi-Hat
16” Crash
20” Ride

  SULTANTURK EMPIRE

Medium Ride 
Solid blend of 
definiton and 
tone.

18” RME18
19” RME19
20” RME20
21” RME21
22” RME22
24” RME24

Jazz Ride
Hot and dry sound,
smooth bell.

18” RJE18
19” RJE19
20” RJE20
21” RJE21
22” RJE22
24” RJE24

Hi-Hat
Dark and light 
combinations, 
hissing tone, warm 
character.

13” HE13
14” HE14
15” HE15

VEZİR

Medium Ride 
Nice harmonics,dry 
cymbal body sound.

18” RVM18
19” RVM19
20” RVM20
21” RVM21
22” RVM22
24” RVM24

Jazz Ride
Exotic, dark and 
warm, smooth and 
low bell.

18” RVJ18
19” RVJ19
20” RVJ20
21” RVJ21
22” RVJ22
24” RVJ24

Flat Ride 
Clear, sweet stick 
sound with quiet 
wash. For low to 
medium volume 
situations.

18” RVF18
19” RVF19
20” RVF20
21” RVF21
22” RVF22

Hi-Hat
Fast and tight 
sound, tight stick 
response.

13” HHV13
14” HHV14
15” HHV15

ONURHAN

Ride
Fairly complex 
mix, strong ping 
over washy dark 
overtone.

20” OH-R20
21” OH-R21
22” OH-R22

Crash
Dry and explosive 
with more tonal 
color.

15” OH-C15
16” OH-C16
17” OH-C17
18” OH-C18

Hi-Hat
Dry, crisp, clear 
sound.

13” OH-HH13 
14” OH-HH14

EMİRHAN

Ride
Loud, warm,
powerful, clear
cutting note.

20” EH-R20
21” EH-R21
22” EH-R22

Crash
Slow attack with
low overtones.

15” EH-C15
16” EH-C16
17” EH-C17
18” EH-C18

Hi-Hat
Raw, full,
energetic, cutting 
“chick” sound.

13” EH-HH13
14” EH-HH14

custom serıes

Medium Ride
Dry and earthy 
note. Ideal for fast 
stickings.

18” RTM18
19” RTM19
20” RTM20
21” RTM21
22” RTM22
24” RTM24

Jazz Ride
Light weight and 
low profile bell for 
washy, dark sound 
and clear stick 
sound.

18” JRT18
19” JRT19
20” JRT20
21” JRT21
22” JRT22
24” JRT24

Flat Ride 
Dry low pitched 
sound, minimal 
overtones.

18” RTF18
19” RTF19
20” RTF20
21” RTF21
22” RTF22

Medium Hi-Hat
Dry, dark, clear 
stick sound.
12” HHMT12
13” HHMT13
14” HHMT14
15” HHMT15

Flat Hole
Bottom Hi-Hat
Blend of low,
mid and high

tonalities. Loud and 
dark.

12” HHTH12
13” HHTH13
14” HHTH14
15” HHTH15

China
Very low pitched, 
ideal for accents and 
trashy ride sound.

16” CHT16
17” CHT17
18” CHT18
19” CHT19
20” CHT20
22” CHT22

Swish
Dry and tight,
raw strong sound.

20” SWT20
22” SWT22

Bell
Dry low pitched, 
full body sound.

8” BLT8
9” BLT9
10” BLT10
12” BLT12

Crash

14”CT14
15”CT15
16”CT16
17”CT17
18”CT18

Splash

6”SPT6
8”SPT 8
10”SPT 10
12”SPT 12

THERAPIUMFOUR WAY 
STAX

Cast Bell

5” T-BL5
7” T-BL7
9” T-BL9



sıgnature serıes

Ride

22”CA-R22

Crash

18”CA-C18
20”CA-C20

Hi-Hat

14”CA-HH14

China

18”CA-CH18
19”CA-CH19

Splash

8”CA-SP8

CARMINE
APPICE

Flat Ride

22”HH-FLR22

Medium Ride

22”HH-RM22

Light Ride

22”HH-RL22

Crash

15”HH-C15 
17”HH-C17
18”HH-C18
19”HH-C19

Hi-Hat

12”HH-HH12
13”HH-HH13

China

14”HH-CH14
16”HH-CH16

Splash

9”HH-SP9

HORACIO 
EL NEGRO 

HERNANDEZ 
Vintage Ride
Small, very smooth
bell bridge like a
classic cymbal, but
this unlathed cymbal 
sounds darker,
warmer and drier
than the classic.

19” MT-AN-VCR19
20” MT-AN-VR20
21” MT-AN-VR21
22” MT-AN-VR22
24” MT-AN-VR24

Classic Ride
Small, very smooth
bell bridge, dark and 
limited overtones, 
woody stick definition. 

20” MT-AN-CL20
21” MT-AN-CL21
22” MT-AN-CL22

Vintage Flat Ride

22” MT-AN-VFL22

Vintage Hi-Hat

 Very dark, warm
 vintage sound like the 
old Turkish cymbals.

13” MT-AN-VHH13
14” MT-AN-VHH14
15” MT-AN-VHH15

MEHMET 61st 
ANNIVERSARY

MEHMET 60th 
ANNIVERSARY

Ride
Great stick 
definition. Mellow 
tone. Dark controlled 
overtone.

20” MT-AN-R20
22” MT-AN-R22

ERIK SMITH

Versa Ride
Similar to
Mehmet 
Tamdeğer 60th 
Anniversary. 
Larger bell with 
a custom lathed 
top of the cymbal. 
This special
cymbal has
old-famous sound 
with new design.

22” ES-RV22

Swish Ride
In X-cast fin-
ish with a bigger 
bell size for ride 
sound and a bit 
heavier weight 
than a regular 
swish or china. 
Has 18 rivets on 
the bell side. 

22” ES-SR22

Versa Hi-Hat
In X-jazz finish 
with a bit heavier 
top and bottom 
for more volume, 
precision and 
definition. Ideal 
for all types of 
music ... from 
Jazz&Fusion to 
Rock&Metal.

14” ES-VHH14
15” ES-VHH15

Signature 
Ride
Unlathed top 
and fully lathed 
bottom. Raw 
bell. Dark, 
washy crashable 
sound, vintage 
& clear stick 
definition.

22” KF-R22

KIKO
FREITAS

Ride The
Lightning
High volume,
perfect stick 
definition with a 
well controlled
sustain and wash. 
Funky metal ride. 
Heavier for more 
volume. Bigger 
bell.

21” SS-XXM-R21

SNOWY
SHAW

Tribal Crash
Thick and heavy 
weight gives this 
cymbal volume and 
projection.

16” AB-C16
18” AB-C18

A. B.
BERMUDEZ

xperıence serıes

Uncluttered but 
energetic sound that 
suits dynamic playing 
techniques.

Medium Ride

20” XXJ-FRM20
21” XXJ-FRM21
22” XXJ-FRM22
24” XXJ-FRM24

Heavy Ride

20” XXJ-FRH20
21” XXJ-FRH21
22” XXJ-FRH22
24” XXJ-FRH24

Medium Crash

14” XXJ-FCM14
15” XXJ-FCM15
16” XXJ-FCM16
17” XXJ-FCM17
18” XXJ-FCM18

Medium Hi-Hat

13.5” XXJ-FHHM13
14” XXJ-FHHM14
15” XXJ-FHHM15

Heavy Hi-Hat

13.5” XXJ-FHHH13
14” XXJ-FHHH14 
15” XXJ-FHHH15

China

17” XXJ-FCH17
18” XXJ-FCH18
19” XXJ-FCH19
20” XXJ-FCH20

Splash

10” XXJ-FSP10
11” XXJ-FSP11
12” XXJ-FSP12

X-JAZZ 
FUSION

Dark and low
overtones with 
punchy highs and 
mids with a lower 
sustain level.

Medium Ride

20” XXC-RM20
21” XXC-RM21
22” XXC-RM22

Flake (Thin) 
Ride

20” XXC-RFT20
21” XXC-RFT21
22” XXC-RFT22

Medium Crash

15” XXC-CM15
16” XXC-CM16 
17” XXC-CM17
18” XXC-CM18

Flake (Thin) 
Crash

15” XXC-CFT15
16” XXC-CFT16 

17” XXC-CFT17
18” XXC-CFT18

Medium Hi-Hat

14” XXC-HHM14 
15” XXC-HHM15

Heavy Hi-Hat

14” XXC-HHH14 
15” XXC-HHH15 

China

16” XXC-CH16
17” XXC-CH17
18” XXC-CH18 
19” XXC-CH19 
20” XXC-CH20
21” XXC-CH21
22” XXC-CH22

Splash

8” XXC-SP8
9” XXC-SP9
10” XXC-SP10
12” XXC-SP12

X-CAST

Effect cymbals
with rivets.

Zeng China

14” XXFX-ZENG14
15” XXFX-ZENG15
16” XXFX-ZENG16

Mini Bell Splash

8” XXFX-BL8
9” XXFX-BL9

Flat Bell

7” XXFX-FBL7
8” XXFX-FBL8
9” XXFX-FBL9

X-FX

High volume,

distortion and

energy!

Ping Ride

20” XXM-RP20

21” XXM-RP21 

22” XXM-RP22

23” XXM-RP23

Power Ride
20” XXM-RPR20

21” XXM-RPR21

22” XXM-RPR22

23” XXM-RPR23

Power Crash

16” XXM-CP16

17” XXM-CP17 

18” XXM-CP18 

19” XXM-CP19

20” XXM-CP20

Heavy Hi-Hat

14” XXM-HHH14 

15” XXM-HHH15

China
16” XXM-CH16

17” XXM-CH17

18” XXM-CH18

19” XXM-CH19

20” XXM-CH20

Splash

11” XXM-SP11

12” XXM-SP12

13” XXM-SP13

X-METAL

Best described as a 
full, rich sound with 
medium-long decay.

SUPER 
SYMPHONIC

symphonıc
&gongs

Strong and rich
sound, very good
projection with long 
decay. Perfect for
outdoor and marching
applications.

Thinner than Marching 
Band cymbals.

14” RM-G14
15” RM-G15
16” RM-G16
17” RM-G17
18” RM-G18
19” RM-G19

20” RM-G20
21” RM-G21
22” RM-G22
23” RM-G23
24” RM-G24

10” OB10    
12” OB12    
13” OB13    
14” OB14    
15” OB15
16” OB16    

17” OB17
18” OB18
19” OB19
20” OB20
21” OB21
22” OB22

MARCHING BAND

10” MB10
12” MB12
13” MB13
14” MB14
15” MB15
16” MB16

17” MB17
18” MB18
19” MB19
20” MB20
21” MB21
22” MB22

GONG

ORCHESTRA BAND

Finger Cymbals FG

16” SYS16
17” SYS17
18” SYS18
19” SYS19

20” SYS20
21” SYS21
22” SYS22

X-Rubbish

10” XR-C10
12” XR-C12
14” XR-C14
15” XR-C15
16” XR-C16
17” XR-C17
18” XR-C18
19” XR-C19
20” XR-C20



adolfo herrera
venezuella

chrıstopher schneıder
ghost of tom joad
germany

alpay şalt
yüksek sadakat, gitarizma
turkey

danny botello
colombıa

andreas mouzakis
greece

emre günay istanbul state 
opera and ballet orchestra, 
zülfü livaneli  turkey

aydın karabulut
aydın karabulut
turkey

erland dahlen
madrugada
norway

bülent akbay
ayna, cem özkan, drum club
turkey

fred degre
france

alexey kovalev
russıa

claudıo mastraccı
ıtaly

alvaro lopez
uk

dıno kovacevıc
bosnıa herzegovına

andres lena
uruguay

engin gürkey
turkey

aykan ilkan
şebnem ferah
turkey

felıpe candıa
chıle

bülent ay
fenomen
turkey

frederıc mıchel
ındıpendent
germany

alican tezer
turkey

colın baıley
usa

alvaro poblete
chıle

efraın martınez
puerto rıco

athanasios „zacky“ tsoukas
errorhead, albano
germany

erıc kalb
usa

bilge candan
atmosfer
turkey

felıx lecaros
chıle

cem aksel
bülent ortaçgil
turkey

gabrıel pedernera
argentına



george trantalıdıs
greece

marcello baraj
argentına

izzet kızıl
turkey

marıano cantero
argentına

jannıs knupfer
pınk fısh
germany

martın horntvedt
jaga jazzıst
norway

kaı paulmann
germany

mehmet yüzgeç
kubat
turkey

leo fonk
chıle

mıchael sımper
pınk trouble
germany

greg holloway
usa

marcello pelıtterı
usa

jacques bourbasquet-
pıchard 
france

marıo gusso
argentına

john james douglas
anathema
uk

mehmet akatay
akatay ritm project
turkey

konrad kendrıck
usa

mert önal
turkey

manton daley
usa

mıcke backelın
lord belıal
sweden

hamdi akatay
akatay ritm project
turkey

marek susla
metropolıs project
slovakıa

james rıchley
usa

markus schumacher
al jawala
germany

julıan semprını
argentına

mehmet demirdelen
turkey

kostas anastasıadıs
greece

mıchael boudoux
france

manuel “tornow” 
podhostnik
germany

nedim ruacan
sıla
turkey



onur akça
turkey

spıro dorızas
greece

pelle akerlınd
morgana lefay
sweden

steve belmonte
usa

rıck morrow
usa

timur salincakli
casper
germany

yannıs stavropoulos
greece

russ wılson
uk

snowy shaw
therıon
sweden

wım dykstra
swıtzerland

sam krıtzer 
usa

adrıan tetrade
romanıa

onur soydemir
hande yener
turkey

spyros panagıotopoulos
greece

przemyslaw 
“benbenq” kuczynskı
poland

sven zumbrock
sami yusuf, f.r.
germany

rıfet camdzıc
bosnıa herzegovına

türker çolak
ince saz
turkey

sabu toyozumı
japan

soren frost
dr bıg band
denmark

pablo martınez
chıle

stefan norgren
seventh wonder
sweden

razvan “lapi” lupi
romanıa

tım bıery
usa

roman roth
swıtzerland

vladımır ruzıcıc kebac
never nebere
serbıa

sergıo verdınellı
argentına

sorın “pupe” tanase
romanıa

yıorgos trantalıdıs
greece

alexandre aposan
brasıl



Support · Cymbal Care

Istanbul Mehmet Cymbals
Worldwıde Lımıted Warranty Polıcy

All Istanbul Mehmet Cymbals are guaranteed against defects 
in materials and workmanship for a period of two years from 
the date of purchase. (Please keep a copy of your original 
purchase receipt.) If, after inspection by Istanbul Mehmet 
personnel, it is determined that the cymbal failed under 
normal use, a replacement cymbal of the same size and series 
will be provided free of charge.

1- Play the right cymbal. Each cymbal has its own strengths and weaknesses. Hitting a too small or 
too thin cymbal harder will not make the cymbal louder. You will damage the cymbal. Choose the 
right cymbal that fits the gig and for your playing style. If you need a louder sound, try a bigger or 
thicker cymbal.
2- Prepare the stand properly. Every cymbal stand should be equipped properly. Be sure your stand 
has :
o A nylon tube over the center rod so the metal isn’t exposed.
o A metal support washer is needed to prevent the cymbal from sliding
down. Be sure to use a cymbal felt washer in addition to the metal support
washer so as to protect your cymbal.
3- Do not over tighten your cymbal stand’s wingnut. When you attach the cymbal, do not tighten 
it down too much. The cymbal needs to be free to vibrate. Vibrations generate the sound. So make 
sure the cymbal is loose or you won’t get the sound you want.
4- Do not position your cymbals at too much of an angle. Cymbals need to be fairly flat to work 
right. They only need to be angled slightly toward you. If the cymbal is angled too steeply, it can’t 
move freely enough, thereby choking off the sound.
5- Play the edge. The best way to play a cymbal is by hitting slightly above the edge of it. Don’t hit 
exactly on the edge of your cymbal. Hit above it slightly.
6- Play the cymbal with glancing blows, angled to the side and slightly away from the vertical, about a 
quarter of the way between the edge and the center and allow the drum stick to bounce off naturally. 
Don’t force the stick down at the cymbal head-on. By playing with glancing blows, the cymbal is 
allowed to vibrate freely with little stress on the edge or at the center hold, thus reducing the chance 
of a crack.
7- Handle with care. Handle cymbals by the edges using only your fingertips. This prevents your 
sweaty mitts getting all over the shiny surfaces.
8- Avoid hard floors, use a bag. Never stand a cymbal up on its edge on a hard floor, and make sure 
you have a good cymbal bag for transporting and storing.
9- Don’t sweat it. Watch out! Sweat marks and hot ‘n’ humid gigs can lead to cymbal corrosion - an 
unsavoury-looking greenish staining.
10- No abrasive cleaners. Never try to clean a cymbal with an abrasive metal cleaner or abrasive 
(brillo-style) pad - however tempting it may be.
11- Use a mild dish washing soap. Clean your cymbals with a mild dish washing soap and warm water, 
using a soft non-abrasive cloth.
12- Follow the grooves. Scrub around the cymbal in the direction of the lathed grooves and dry 
thoroughly with a clean towel.
13- Polish. Finish with a good cymbal polish. There are several available at your local dealer.
14- …unless you like it dirrty! Cleaning cymbals is not a priority for everybody - some feel cleaning 
affects sound and prefer that darker, dirrty look.

Cymbal Playıng&Care Notes
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