Z
e

9 3 ¥ ¥ 3 32 ¥ 3% 2 ¥ 3 3

JJIITIIIIIITITISIES

L

p

L

I

Jdde

{
4 3 % ¥ ¥ 2 3 ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 3 %

|

!

\.

1JJJIIIIIIIIIISSSddd.

3 ¥ ¥ ¥ 3 ¥ 3 ¥ 3 ¥ v o9

¥ ¥ ¥ 8 93 92

b

L

Contents

1 The Royal Anthem . . . . . . . . . . . e E T TR E R ERE page 7
2 Yes, We Love With Fond Devotion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. s 9
3 FlagSong . . . . . . . . . ... » 11
4 Norway, My Norway . . . . . . . . . .., . .. §F R s E o g 1D
5 OQur Little Kate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... s 15
6 The Lad Up The Hill. . . . . . . . . . .. .. . ... ... . R b
7 Country Dance. . . . . . . . . ... ... .. ..... « v w5 18
72 Country Dance . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. < s owm s i s 19
8 The Hulder And Elland . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... » 20
9 Sunfair And The Dragon King . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... » 23
10 The Dream Song . . . R Y R T »n 25
11 Ingerid Sletten From Stlle]ord .................. n 27
12 My Tulla . . . . . .. . ... ... ... SRR R » 29
13 Lo, Who Are These A Dazzling Band . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. » 31
14 Now Listen To Me, Katie . ., . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. A &
15 In Heav'n Above, In Heav'n Above . . . . . . ., . . . . . . . .. » 30
16 Astri, My At © .« & 5 w6« % % 5 5 b b e oa e s PR 14
17 Oh, Ole, Ole, I Lov’d You Dearly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . » 39
18 Oh, I Want To Marry, That 1 Do, Su' ............ R 3|
19 The Springsong. . . . . . . . . .. ., ... ... ... cos s o 43
20 Halling Dance . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. .. . 44
202 Halling Dance . . . . . . . . . . . LW 4 s o sue o m s omow % s » 45
21 Sjugur And The Troll. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... R 4
22 Tom Fiddler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... ... . 49
23 Lullaby . . . . . oL e e e e e e e e » ol
24 I Laid Me Down To Rest . . . . . . . . ., .. ... .. .. . » O3
25 Memories Of Childhood . . . . . . €W OB B o w4 ko o ke s & » o4
26 Farewell To Hovringen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . » o6
27 Let Me Sing You A Merry Ballad. . . . . . ., . . ... . . . . . » O9
28 It Was Me And It Was You . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . » 61
29 1 Climbed To-The Farm One Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
30 Last Year I. Was Tending The Goats . . . . . s ewoa o xwa wow gy DD
31 The Sinclair Brave . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... . . 67
32 Dear Mother, How You Toil And Sweat. . . ., . . . . . . . » 69
33 In Finne Castle How Wond’rous Fair . . . e e e R |
34 High On Mount Ulrikk I Play’d On My Lyre s P W WY BE o s e a0 13
35 'Mong The Rocks By The North Sea's Blue Waters . . . . . . . . . » 10
36 Aimless . . . . , ., . Coe e e e c w8 % % w3 s i % 0d
37 Oh, I Know Of A Land ..................... » 19
38 Halling Dance . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... ... . » 81
39 The Sun Is Hid By The Mountains Nearly. . . . . . ., , . . . .. » 83
40 When Mountain And Fjord. . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . ... » 85
41 A Bridal Party On The Hardanger Fjord . . . . . . . . . . . .. » 89
42 Sing, Sons Of Norway. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. e e e » 93
43 I Shall Fight For My Land . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . .. . » 95



|

INTRODUCTION

In this collection of Norwegian folk music — presented from a new angle —
we have selected some of the most popular and traditional songs and ballads from
various parts of Norway, choosing where possible those which can most easily be
rendered into English and are most likely to make their appeal to a wide audience.

In order to stress the essentially local character of so many of these songs
they are illustrated by pictures from the appropriate localities, or with scenes which
have a special bearing on the text — employing a technique not unlike that of
the docurﬁentary films, — though in many cases a typically Norwegian setting has
itself suggested a song. A brief introduction is given to each song, with notes on
the words, tune, setting, composer etc. As far as practicable an attempt has thus
been made to present Norway pictorially as well as musically.

Most of Norway’s folk tunes are in a minor key, and in order to avoid mono-
tony we have tried to introduce some of the better known melodies in a major key,
though this has occasionally entailed omitting a few of the more familiar “minor”
songs. The necessary transposition and simplification have been carried out in or-
der to make the music readily available for singing and playing.

The bulk of the songs here presented had never been translated before, or else
the text had been rendered in a form which was not adapted for singing, and in
rendering them into English our translator Mr. R. Christophersen has tried, as far
as possible, to recreate some of the rustic and home-spun qualities of the original.
The great difference in accentuation and intonation between English and Norweg-
ian, and the fact that .most of Norway’s folk songs are written in some kind of
dialect, have rendered his task anything but easy. If we have achieved, in the
words of Edward Fitzgerald, the great translator of the “Omar Khayyam?”, a “live
sparrow rather than a stuffed eagle”, our task will not have bheen in vain.

* Our thanks are also due to:

Mr. Hans Olav, head of the Press Section, Norwegian F oreign Office, for valuable
assistance and advice, and to Mr. Torbja;‘n Knutsen, Dr. O. M. Sandvik, Mr. George
Schumann, Mr. Ingvald Torvik, Mr. Welle-Strand, and the Norway Travel Association.

The photographs have been conlributed by:

Dannevig, Arendal — K. Harstad, Oslo — Henriksen & Steen, Oslo — Ingeborg Ljusnes, Oslo — Mittet & Co.,
Oslo — Carl Normann, Oslo — Gunnar Raabe, Oslo — Ernest Rude, Oslo — Leif Tvedt, Oslo — 0. Vering, Oslo.
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