Swanee was George Gershwin’s first big song hit,
written in 1919. It was first sung in a musical show
at the Capitol Theater in New York, but not until
Gershwin's friend Al Jolson heard this song and
incorporated it into one of his shows, Sinbad, did
the tune become a national favorite.

The recording sold two million records and the
publisher sold a million copies of the sheet music.
Lyrics are by Irving Caesar with whom Gershwin
frequently collaborated in his early days as a
composer. Gershwin had written many songs before
Swanee, and had even composed a musical, but this
song made him famous.

SWANEE

Words by Music by
IRVING CAESAR GEORGE GERSHWIN
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